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BENJAMIN GRAXSON. SENIOR, of Wilkes county, N.C,.
by R. R, Grayson, M.D.

Benjamin Grayson first appears on 7 Dec, 1778 in the Wilkes
county land book,.entry no. 530, where Benjamin entered 400
acresof landc on King's: Creek ad joining the land of Edmond Tilley,

It is:of interest that in the same month and the same year, a
Joseph Grayson:entered land in the -county ad joining,. that ~.-.:
iz, in Burke county.s On.31 Dec, 1778 Jogeph Grayson

entered 100 acres of land lying_on hoth sides of a branch of the:
first Little Breoad River ini.Burke county, (Grant:no,., 387, book

Ml—. Ps- 153, )1

The second record of Benjanin Grayson in Wilkes county was 19 June-
1779 for entry of 150 acres of land next to Edmond Tilley, nes.1038,

In 1784 on Nevember 9th,.in file no, . 544, the state of N..C.. granted
Vo BenjJamin Grayson 290 acres of land in Wilkes ceunty -on: King's
Creek near Edmond Tilley's farm..

Mrss. Mary Hammersmith of Naperville,Ill,, has dene a reconstruction
of the map of the area and has written that the farm of Benjamiir
Grayson of Wilkes containing 290 acres, was adjacent to Joseph

and- William Heltiand to Edmond Tilley.. Benjamin Grayson's: land

was on the then.Burke-Wilkes: county line. This: area is now

within. Caldwell county, ’

On July 31s:, 1784, the Board ef auditors of the State ofN.Ca.
beld Benjamin Grayson 9 pounds. for militis service in the Morganr
district,

Tax lists from Wilkes county show Benjamin Grayson every year: from
1785 through 1800, In the year 1799 he was listed as Benjamin
Grayson, senior, In 1799 alse, & Benjamin Grayson, junior, was:

on the tax list for the first and only time, with zero acres: gnd
1 pell,. Benjamin, sr., had 290 acres and no polls: that year,

In the first census, 1787, Benjamin Grayson: was listed as:1 malec
sge 21-60;; 5 males under 21, and 3 femaless In the 1790 census,
there were 3 males over 16, 2 males under 16, and 2 females,

In the same year, 1790, John Grayson appears in Wilkes county in-
his own household as 1 male over 16 and 1 female.

Joseph Graysen appears en-the 1794 toax list for the first time, then
Jesse Grayson appears in 1797, oo

In the 1800 census Benjamin Grayson is listed:: 1 male over 45, 1
male 16-26, and 1 female over 4ks,. John Grayson, Joseph Graysen,
and Benjamin Grayson, jr. are gone in the 1800 census. Jesse
Grayson was present as 3males 16-26, 1 male under 10, 2 females:
under 10, and 1 female 16-26,
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The birth year or Benjamin Graysen, sr., was. semetime between

1727 and 1755, This. is calculated.as fellowss In 1787 he was

listed as under age 60 (1787-60=1727) and in 1800 he was deeféro*ﬁ
age 45 (1800-45=1755), '

A William Grayson first appeared in Wilkes county inc-the 1800 census:
&5.1 male 26-45, 3 males under 10,.2 females under 10, and'1

femmler 16-26,. In the 1810 census, William Grayson was age 26«45,

and in the 1820 census: of Wilkes county, William was over 45,
William Grayson was therefore born sometime from 1755=1775,.

(Under 45 in 1800; 1800-45=1755; ever 45 in 1820: 1820-45=1775,)

William Grayson attested to the handwriting of Jesse Groysen

15 Septi. 1802 in a deed recorded in Wilkes county in the May term

of 1806

A new John Graysen presumably the sen of Willian Grayson, appeared
Ih the 1810 census & few doors away froem William: 1 male 16«26 (herm:
1784-1794), . ' ' S AT

A new Benjamlh Graysen appears: in 1820 near William end Jehn
bern:l 794«=1804, .

A new: Josephr.Grayssn appears.nearby in 1820, berm 17941804, elso.

Inferencess Benjamin Grayson, sr. entered land in Wilkes county

.the same year that Jogeph Grayson, whe was probably his brother,

entered land in Burke county. Joseph Graysen became the patriarch
of the Rutherford county Graysens,

Benjamin Graysen, sr., had 5 sons and 2 daughters, The song:

were Jehn, Joseph, Jesse, and Benjamin, Jr., and one other., The names-
of the daughters are unknovm. The 5th son wes apparently at home
in=1800 at the time when a William Grayson appeared with his own
Tamily in the Wilkes census. The 5th sen in 1800 was aged 16-26,

The 5th son was thus born 1778=-1784, This age is compatible with

the known birth eof Wren Grayson, sr., born 1782. Wren Grayson is

the probable 5th sen of Benjamin Graysen, sry, therefore,

William Grayson of Wilkes in 1800, therefore is net a son of Benj=~
amin, but might have been a brother. The "new Graysons!, John,,
Benjaminy.and Joseph, in 1810 and 1820, were sons ef William Graysen.
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. BENJAMIN GRAYSON who married Nancy Regney:

From more war recordst

Onr 2 Dec, 1850 he was sald to "aged 58 on 16th January next"
which would be 1851, 1851 minus 58 = birthdate
16 Jan, 17930

Company muster roll for Sept, 20 1814 to Mar 20 1815 states
"Residence, Knoxville,"

"Distance from rendevous,"left blank ,

"Number of days added for traveling allowance of pay," left
blank,

Inferences Benjamin Grayson who married Nancy Regney was a
resident and native &f Knoxville, Tenn.; therefore

his father likely was John Grayson of Knox county, previously

of Wilkes co,, N.C., who first appeared in the 4790 census,
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12,. We have coples of letters writtenby Wren Grayson and sons from
Indiana in 1847 to Henry Grayson in Tenn. which show that Wren
Grayson, sr., was the brother of Henry Grayson's father, Joseph

Grayson,
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